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Leland and Peggy Smithson are Orchestra Iowa enthusiasts 
They are long-time season subscribers and they regularly attend 
performances. They purchase extra tickets to each performance 
they attend in order to introduce friends to the symphony and 
they even plan their time away from Cedar Rapids according to 
the season schedule. Like we said, Leland and Peggy Smithson are 
Orchestra Iowa enthusiasts.

Their deeper involvement with music began with the Patrons of the 
Performing Arts (PPA) organization when their daughters were 
students at Washington High School. Together they served on the 
PPA board and eventually as its’ president.  As Leland and Peggy 
recognized the importance of music in traditional education, their 
appreciation for the fine arts grew.

The couple had much to say for why they enjoy going to the 
symphony. To start, Peggy explained how they enjoy making a 
special evening of it, by enjoying a nice dinner with their guests and 
then attending  the ‘Inside Series’ to hear Music Director, Timothy 
Hankewich,  lecture on the evening’s program. Being entertained in 
the beautifully restored Paramount is a treat in itself. Peggy noted, 
“you don’t have to know  symphonic  music to enjoy the symphony,  
thanks to Tim’s connection with the  audience  and his informative 
words before each piece. But the talent and passion shown by the 
orchestra players themselves is the real draw.”  Leland explained,  
“Orchestra Iowa is an extraordinary treasure yet unknown to 
many in eastern Iowa and we are extremely fortunate to have that 
level of talent in Cedar Rapids. We also appreciate how Orchestra 
Iowa has widened it’s appeal in our community; for example, 
Brucemorchestra! and performances with the Quad City Ballet 
company.”

The value that Orchestra Iowa adds to the Creative Corridor is why 
the Smithsons have remained dedicated and generous supporters 
of the organization. They feel that having such a fine cultural 
opportunity in Cedar Rapids also aides the growth of businesses 
trying to attract quality workers and it provides another layer 
of opportunity for entertainment. Leland re-emphasized how 
fortunate we are to have such an outstanding orchestra in our 
community. He said, “We feel it is our responsibility to do our part 
in ensuring the continued existence of Orchestra Iowa and we hope 
others will join us in achieving that goal.” 

On behalf of the entire Orchestra Iowa Staff and Orchestra Iowa 
Players, we would like to thank Leland and Peggy Smithson for 
their commitment to and active participation with Orchestra Iowa. 
We couldn’t do it without you!
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